A CHANGE OF HEART

St. Tammany Parish - Louisiana Prisoner Reentry Initiative

MIKE'S STORY

By Brittany Herron, Community Coordinator

At the beginning of Mike Phelps’s 23-year law enforcement career, he saw the 0% QL\

men and women in prison as people who deserved to be there. He saw them QQ‘ 0“ gt
as the problem. Yet after seeing those he put in prison recidivate, he started G //
to dig deeper into the issue and understand the barriers that send individuals /,/" -
back to prison time and again. Today, he sees things differently; “I look at the i

justice-involved as people with problems who need help, and | believe our job
is to help those we can,’ he says.

When asked how he hopes to change the lives of those involved with the justice system, he humbly responds, “I cannot
change anyone, but | can assist them in making changes themselves.” Mike hopes justice-involved individuals can learn
to improve their lives through proper counseling, access to treatments and supports, and witnessing others’ successes.

Reentry programs, like the Louisiana Prisoner Reentry Initiative (LA-PRI), play a vital
role in helping justice-involved individuals access the help they need to break the cycle “I BELIEVE OUR JOB IS TO
of recidivism. Once a feared probation officer, Mike now leads the St. Tammany Parish ”
LA-PRI team as the program manager, believes in the program'’s results, and understands HH.P THUSE WE CAN

what it takes to keep men and women out of prison, ultimately strengthening the
community. - Mike Phelps

“Most of the justice-involved population is worth the investment of our time and resources,” says Mike, and he knows
“helping to save one individual is truly worth it to that person’s family.”
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