[image: C:\Users\PamelaA\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\BE6FEHJU\UWSELA - RGB - Horizontal_TRANS.png]

UWSELA PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE
Toya Barnes-Teamer, Chair


Proposed 2026 State Legislative Agenda
“United for a Safe and Prosperous Community”


The 2026 Regular Legislative Session will convene at noon on Monday, March 9, 2026.   Final Adjournment no later than 6:00 pm on Monday, June 1, 2026.  A total of 1433 instruments have been filed.  
https://legis.la.gov/legisdocs/26RS/26RS_House_Bulletin.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/legisdocs/26RS/26RS_Senate_Bulletin.pdf 

United Way of Southeast Louisiana Public Policy 2026 State Legislative Agenda, United for a Safe and Prosperous Community, will continue to advance our fight to eradicate poverty in Southeast Louisiana through the Blueprint for Prosperity and support ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) households. ALICE represents the growing number of hardworking individuals and families across our state who are employed but unable to afford the basic household necessities (including housing, child care, health care, food, and transportation) that undergird economic stability. According to the United Way ALICE Report, over half of households in our state are living in poverty or struggling to make ends meet.

We have met with our Community Impact team to review the input they’ve received from our UWSELA funded agencies on public policy issues impacting our region. 

UWSELA Public Policy Proposed 2026 State Legislative Agenda, aligns with our Bold Goal—getting 100,000 ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) individuals on the pathway to prosperity by 2035.  This has been approved unanimously by the Public Policy Committee and Executive Committee.

COMMUNITY RESILIENCY
Prioritizing governmental actions that ensure opportunity for all individuals and families, especially those living under the ALICE Threshold, and foster stronger, more resilient communities, including access to affordable housing, insurance protections and improvements, prevention of discriminatory and exclusionary practices, and support for domestic violence protections, programs, and awareness-building efforts. 
Continued investment in UWSELA’s RETURN Initiative 
Affordable Housing
Increased investment for the Louisiana Fortify Homes Program
Gun violence prevention 
Increased investment for domestic violence victim services ($7M) 
Ensure survivor access to justice 
Prevent domestic violence homicides 
Promote economic stability for survivors 
Protecting Louisiana’s Children with CAP law

[bookmark: _GoBack]FINANCIAL SECURITY
Prioritize increased governmental support for evidence-based programs and policies that foster economic stability and financial empowerment for all, including workforce development, emergency assistance, and the establishment of a living wage. 
Workforce Development 
SNAP Employment and Training 
Sustain Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) state match 
Living wage increase 
Monitor all tax policy bills 
Eliminate predatory lending (Monitor legislation that may hinder positions we have taken in the past that will further negatively impact our ALICE community)

HEALTHY COMMUNITY
Prioritize governmental action to ensure that all Louisianans have access to health services that protect and improve mental and physical well-being, including trauma-informed care, mental health services, paid family leave, Medicaid, maternal and child health, sexual assault, and human trafficking. 
Trauma-informed care/ACEs 
Mental health services 
Maternal and child health 
Paid family leave 
Human trafficking and sexual assault 
Increased Medicaid reimbursement rates for providers 
Increased access to evidence-based post-partum home visiting programs 
Protect access to evidence-based public health interventions including vaccines and fluoride in public water systems 
Continued investment in Whole Health Louisiana Initiative

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY
Prioritize governmental action in the wide range of supports necessary for young people to achieve their full potential, including increased investment in early childhood care and education, K-12 educational policies that enhance literacy in reading and math, and investment in educational professionals to enhance student achievement and well-being.
Early Education (Include Ready LA Statement) Sponsoring EEM Kickoff
Early Childhood Care & Education (ECE) (Ages 0-3) 
Increase Investment in ages 4-Pre-K, K-12 Schools and Higher Education
Increase Investment for literacy-rich programming as championed by UWSELA’s New Orleans Campaign for Grade Level Reading



Approved by UWSELA Public Policy Committee – February 6, 2026
Approved by UWSELA Executive Committee – February 9, 2026
Approved by UWSELA Board of Trustees – February 25, 2026
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